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Foreword

Sixty years ago, the Department of Geography and Geology was established as one of
the earliest institutions for teaching and research in geographical and geological
sciences, not only in this university but also in Hong Kong and the East Asian region.
We have been the pioneer and the forerunner, and | am very pleased to report that the
Department of Geography today continues to excel amongst the créme de la créme.
Indeed, we have been able to build upon our well-established strengths and scale new
heights of excellence in teaching, research, knowledge exchanges, and services to the
communities, locally and internationally.

More specifically, we have trained over 3200 undergraduates, 600 Taught Master, 120
MPhil and 70 PhD postgraduates. Many of our graduates have become prominent
leaders, professionals, entrepreneurs, business people, scholars, and intellectuals. We
have a modest faculty size of 16, but of world-class quality in teaching and research.
Of the 16 faculty members, four have been bestowed with Best Teaching Awards and
five have been presented with Outstanding Research Awards. Significantly, HKU
Geography & Area Studies was ranked 25" in the QS World University Rankings by
Subject in 2014. Also, in the most recent Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), we
have been rated the best in Hong Kong and the region and scored above the university
average — We achieved an IRSE score of 4.0 and an RAE result of 86.6%, which is
higher than HKU’s sector-wide average (58.35%) and overall average (72.5%).
Notably, it was also the highest amongst all geography departments in Hong Kong.

All of these accomplishments have been achieved owing to the well-established
excellent traditions, the enthusiasm, passion, and devotion of a whole team that
includes academic and supporting staff as well as all students, and the continuing
support of our alumni. The Annals of GGAS plays a vital role in bonding this big
family. The Annals allows teachers and students to share their research findings and
ideas in an inspiring and intellectually vibrant environment. Indeed, the GGAS has
been a worthy partner in the Department’s pursuit of academic and research
excellence, quality geographical education, and altruistic contribution to the

community.

To close, | would like to bring your attention to a lovely poem. More than a thousand
years ago, a well-known Chinese poet in the Tang dynasty, Wang Zhihuan (2 %)
(688-742), climbed to the Stork Tower (#5#4#) in a major fortress town on the
North China Plain overlooking the eastward flow of the Yellow River on its way to
the ocean, and he left us with these beautiful words:



£ H %117 (The sun beyond the mountains glows)
227 A2 7(The Yellow River seawards flows)
#0552 H(You can enjoy a grander sight)
& |-—/E# (By climbing to a greater height). !

We live in an increasingly competitive world. As the Department celebrates its
Diamond Jubilee Anniversary — one year before the Society marks its own 60"
Birthday — I send my warmest wishes to the GGAS for many more successfully 60
years to come. Indeed, if “zeal is the key to success”, let us “enjoy a grander sight” of
our globalizing world, “by climbing to a greater height”!

Prof. David D. Zhang

Head

Department of Geography
The University of Hong Kong

Many Tang poems have painted beautiful pictures of natural landscapes with concrete words. There
are interesting similarities between eastern and western civilization. For instance, compare this poem
by Wang Zhi Huan (688-742) with Byron’s “The rounded Red sun sinks down behind the azure hill”
(Don Juan 11, 183) and with Tennyson’s “They saw the gleaming river seaward flow” (The Lotos-
Eaters), and you will see the two pictures of sunset painted east and west, apart by more than one
thousand years, and yet with the words that sound so beautifully in one just as the other. For detailed
discussion, see Xu Yuan-zhong, Loh Bei-yei and Wu Juntao (eds.) 1996. 300 Tang Poems: A new
translation. Hong Kong: The Commercial Press, pp. 1-6.

Stork Tower (£ 1#)

Image source: http://pujiusi.com.cn/



A Word from the Editor

is my greatest honour to be the chief editor of Annals (37" Issue), to have a
piece of contribution in what shall be serve as historical documentation of our
society’s work this year.

The publication of Annals has been a well-preserved tradition of our society. It

Aiming at cultivating members’ interests in geography, geology and archaeology, we
have collected articles from different sources on a variety of topics. Also joining us in
the interviews are two lecturers, one of which is the new-coming associate professor
in the Department of Geography and another is a special guest from the Department
of English. To facilitate communication between our society and members, we also
present you reviews on the functions held by our society and Joint School Geography
Association (JSGA), and last but not least, the reflection of the executive committee
members of this session.

Here, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to all contributors of articles and to
the respected interviewees for their kind support to Annals (37" Issue), as well as to
the work of our society. Also, | would like to thank the associate editors for their
assistance in realizing the publication of Annals (37" Issue).

At last, | hope you enjoy reading Annals (37" Issue), and continue to support other

functions of our society as well.

Tiffany Ong
Chief Editor

EDITORIAL BOARD

Chief Editor
Ong Sze Nga, Tiffany

Associate Editors
Cho Hin Ting, Frankie, Fok Chun Yu, Marco
Chiu Tin Yan, Queenie, Lo Ho Wen, Owen
Ng Man Hing, Jennifer, Ma Siu Sin
Tai Diana, Li Lok Hin, Desmond




Change in the settlement of Upper Sheringham, Norfolk, England

Dr. Mervyn R. Peart
Associate Professor
Department of Geography
The University of Hong Kong

Introduction

The village of Upper Sheringham is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086.
It is located at the foot of wooded hills, in actual fact an old terminal moraine formed
in the Pleistocene, locally named as the Cromer Ridge (see Figure 1), in an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty on the North Norfolk coast, in the county of Norfolk,
England (see Figure 2). It is distinct and separate from the town of Sheringham (see
Figure 2), which is the larger and dominant settlement. Independence of the two
Sheringhams came in 1901 when “Lower” Sheringham was granted status as a self-
governing urban district. Upper Sheringham, the older of the two settlements, is 1%
miles SSW of the town of Sheringham which is located at the coast between cliffs that
rise nearly 100 feet above the beach. The village of Upper Sheringham, in which 1
lived until leaving for University, is a pretty village consisting of a number of houses
with a distinctive vernacular architecture. Many are built from flint pebbles rounded
by the sea, decorated with bands of brick and featuring roofs of clay pantiles (see
Figure 3). A medieval church and water reservoir, which was built in 1814 to
commemorate the Napoleonic War, (see Figure 4) add interest and character to the
village. Sheringham Hall, completed in 1838, and formerly home to the Upcher
family, is part of the village and the grounds and parkland were designed by
Humphrey Repton (see Figures 5 and 6). The Upcher family were the major
landowners and employers, whilst the parkland is home to an impressive collection of
rhodedendrons, which was begun in the 1850s. Currently, both the house and park are
the property of the National Trust (from the mid-1980s), whilst the village is part of
the Upcher Trust.
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Figure 1. The site and situation of Upper Figure 2. The location of Upper Sheringham.
Sheringham.
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Change

As | approach retirement from HKU, and having observed the village from the
1950s through to the 2010s, | can anecdotally document some of the changes that
have occurred in this small North Norfolk village. | will document these under

environment and social.

Environmental Change

In terms of the environment, the changes are related to agriculture and energy.
Since World War I, agriculture underwent great change under the driving force of
production. Changes seen, include the development and use of large machinery and
more intensive farming methods utilizing pesticides and inorganic fertilisers. A
consequence of this has been an increase in field size, to accommodate large and more
equipment, which was achieved by the removal of hedgerows, or field boundaries.
This process of removal of hedgerows was particularly marked during my childhood
in the 1950s and 1960s. This change in agriculture is also reflected by the fact that
there were 5 farms in the parish, but currently only one remains, and that is much
diminished. I can also recall two small-holdings (very small farms) and these too have
gone. Another change in agriculture, in part in the name of efficiency of production,

but also reflecting improved food hygiene and safety standards imposed by the



Government, has been the loss of milk producing dairy herds of cattle. There were
three small herds of dairy cattle in my childhood, at vy, Heath and Hall farms. They
are long gone. My mother, who grew up in the village, can remember a local farmer
selling milk at the door of your house, a practice long discontinued! Currently, dairy
farming is a very difficult business for farmers in the UK with the price they receive

for milk under downward pressure.

Figure 3. The architecture. Figure 4. The church and the reservoir.

Although stretching the boundary of the parish, energy, or power, has been the
driver of a great change to the visual landscape. There is now visible, from both my
parent’s home and much of the village, the 317 MW Sheringham Shoal Offshore
Wind Farm, located some 17 to 23 km off the North Norfolk coast (see Figure 7). It
consists of 88 wind turbines producing enough electricity for around 220,000 homes.
The lease for the project was granted in 2004. There is currently no on-shore wind
farm at either Upper Sheringham or Sheringham. However, a proposal for a wind
turbine in the neighbouring village of Bodham has caused much controversy. It
should also be noted that a solar photovoltaic array, of over 43000 panels on three

fields, has just been established at nearby Hall Farm, East Beckham.

Regarding the “environment” of the village itself there has been remarkably
little change over my lifetime and most of the original cottages remain. In the last 20
years farm buildings have been converted into housing, whilst most recently Street
Farm (the home of my grandparents) was modernized to add one additional dwelling

and lvy Farm was converted to give at least 5 additional dwellings. Church farm has



also been converted into housing. As noted below, two barns at Hall Farm have been
converted to provide holiday accommodation by the National Trust. The National
Trust have also converted many of the buildings of Wood Farm into a Visitor Centre,
including a cafe. A windmill, more correctly a postmill, was present in the village,
although located some distance outside of the settlement on top of the Cromer Ridge.
It ceased working in the 1920s, and no trace remains, however, the house associated

with the mill still exists alongside the A148 road.

Figure 5. Sheringham Hall. Figure 6. The parkland of Sheringham Hall.

Figure 7. Sheringham Shoal offshore Figure 8. Barn conversion to holiday
windfarm. accommodation/Iets.

Social Change

One of the biggest social changes concerns transport. In my childhood of the
1950s and 1960s cars were rare in the village, few people could afford to own a car.

Indeed, the cottages had no provision for car ownership. Currently, few homes are
8



without a car, many having more than one. Provision for parking has been necessary
and this provides an element of visual intrusion. Unlike many rural settlements in
England, Upper Sheringham still has good access to public transport, with an hourly
bus service connecting it to the towns of Sheringham, Holt and beyond, for example.

The town of Sheringham still has a rail service, connecting to Norwich and beyond.

Another big change concerns loss of services, a common phenomenon in rural
settlements in England. Since my childhood the village shop and post office has
closed, as has the pub (public house) called the Red Lion. The school that my mother
attended closed before | was born, and | attended school in the nearby town of
Sheringham. The church remains, but the Wesleyan Chapel, mentioned in William
White’s History, Gazeteer and Directory of Norfolk in 1883 (3), is no longer
functioning, and the same applies to the blacksmiths. My mother, now in her 80s, can
remember the blacksmiths, but not a functioning chapel. The former chapel has now
been converted to a domestic dwelling. On a personal note, my parent’s house is

located in Chapel Yard.

Social change, mobility, is evidenced by the fact that in the early 1960s (see
Table 1) there were 82 households in the village, which may be taken to approximate
families. In the period 2000- 2010 residents in the village consist of only 10 of these
families based upon the collective memories of my parents and 1. Most houses are
currently occupied by families that were not resident in the village during my
childhood of the 1950s and 1960s. However, it is interesting to note that, of the 20
family names mentioned in William White’s History, Gazetteer, and Directory of
Norfolk of 1883, for Upper Sheringham, 8 were still present during my childhood. In
addition, the 1891 Census (1) lists 74 family names for Upper Sheringham and 17 of
these were still present in the village during my childhood. Currently, descendants of
only three families mentioned in the 1891 census remain in the village. Recent years

have seen a rapid reduction of long-resident “families”; age is catching up.



Table 1 reveals that the population of the village changed little through time.
This reflects the stability of the housing stock. Over my lifetime some addition to
housing stock has occurred, around 20 units, and of these about one-quarter, are post
2010. Of these additions, around 6 are new-builds, the rest come from conversion of
use, particularly of farm buildings, as reported above. Despite the addition to the
housing stock, Table 1 reveals that, in 2001, the population was the smallest recorded
over the period 1911-2001. This may reflect the general trend for decline of the

average family size in the UK.

A further important social change is reflected in employment. During my
early childhood a number of the residents were employed by, or had retired from the
employment of the Upcher family, to work on the estate, the farm or in the hall. For
example, as cooks, butlers, chauffer and gardeners, or as labourers on the farms.
Currently, no one in the village is employed on the estate, now under the National
Trust, as noted in the introduction. There has also been a decline in employment in
agriculture. A number of villagers were employed on the local farms in my childhood,
including my father and two uncles. Currently, only one person is employed directly
in agriculture, at Hall Farm. This is reflected in the fact that only one farm remains
functioning compared to the five of my childhood. During my schooldays, Ivy and
Hall Farms both employed at least 5 persons. It is also of interest to note that
historically, fishing was an important activity, with people from the village walking
the mile or so to the coast to launch their boats. In my lifetime, all fishing has been

carried out from the town of Sheringham.

Another social change is the rise of holiday accommodation in the village.
Tourism is now an important economic activity in the area. Two barns at Hall Farm
(see Figure 8), now owned by the National Trust, have been converted to holiday
homes or lets, as noted above. On a personal level, as a child, | used to play in these
barns when they were part of the farm on which my father worked. A few of the

houses in the village also currently serve as holiday accommodation. For example,

10



Wisteria Cottage, which was once part of the old school, and Bluebell Cottage, part of
the small addition to the housing stock in the 1970s. Holiday accommodation is also
provided at the Woodlands caravan park located on the A148 road and developed, in
part, on common land of the village, and by the Dales Country House, an up-market
four star hotel ( in my childhood this was an old-peoples home for Norfolk County

Council, but it was formerly a private residence ).

Conclusion

I hope that these personal recollections, as | approach retirement from HKU, on
change in my home village are of interest. They are in some ways reflective of change
in rural England. I also hope that they prompt you to think about change in Hong
Kong.

Table 1: Upper Sheringham: Population, Households and Houses (2)

Year No. of houses Total households Population
1911 - 78 307
1921 74 76 275
1931 81 84 299
1951 88 88 277
1961 82 82 280
2001 105 (estimated) - 214
References

1. French, R. (2000) Name Index -1891 Census. Accessed 24™ September, 2014.

2. GB Historical GIS/University of Portsmouth, History of Upper Sheringham, in North Norfolk.
Place names, A vision of Britain through Time. Accessed 24 th September, 2014.

3. Newby, P. (2003) Norfolk: Sheringham. William White’s History, Gazeteer, and Directory of
Norfolk, 1883. Accessed 27" October, 2014.

MRP/cy/1568mw (29/10/2014)
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Research ethics and ethical research: Towards a
geographically sensitive ethics and an ethically

sensitive geography

Dr. J.J. Zhang
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography, The University of Hong Kong

Introduction

In recent years, there has been increasing interest in what geographers do and how
they do it, leading to a “greater self-consciousness about research methods”
(McDowell, 1992:400). In light of such a climate of ‘reflexivity’, the issue of self-
criticality in research ethics has also received much attention (Sayer and Storper, 1997,
Cloke, 2002) To put it simply, ethics “is about what is right, good and virtuous”
(Israel and Hay, 2006:1). Thus, Hay and Foley (1998)’s formulation of the
“responsible citizen” requires the researcher to be accountable for and self-critical of
the moral dimensions of her/his actions. However, talking about research ethics and

practising them in the field are two separate issues.

Within the social sciences, including geography, research ethics have been
conceptualised and presented in various ways. For example, Gilbert (2006) and Israel
and Hay (2006) came up with guide books that seek to rationalise the compliance to
normative ethics. Such works cover common understandings of ethics in research
ranging from confidentiality, informed consent, harm and benefit to tips on how to
handle the ethics review committees (Oakes, 2002; Bach, 2005; Israel and Hersh,
2006). Similarly, in terms of pedagogical concerns, Vujakovic and Bullard (2001),
amongst others, advocate for an incorporation of ethics education into the geography
curriculum. Yet, there are others who are critical of prescriptive ethics, and have since
contributed to impressive cartographies of the moral terrain. For instance, Mehlinger

(1986, cited in Hay and Foley, 1998) posits that a researcher needs to act morally

12



because it is ‘right’, not because he or she is instructed by someone to do so. This
underscores Guillemin and Gillam (2004)’s differentiation between ‘cthics in
practice’ and ‘procedural ethics’, thus raising concerns over a researcher’s motivation
behind the compliance to ethical behaviour. It is therefore not difficult to understand
Kearns’ (2001) resentment that “regulatory ethics has arguably inhibited the
development of an internalised ethical awareness among students and academics
alike” (p.302). Conversely, an ethical research bears elements of social activism too.
Proponents of such a definition argue that the political commitment to improve the
lives of others (Bunge, 1969, cited in Valentine, 2005) should be prioritised over the
researcher’s self-interest (Sack, 1997; Herman and Mattingley, 1999). Meanwhile,
contemporary interpretations of what constitutes an ethical research incorporate ideas
from intellectual fields of welfare geography (e.g. Smith, 1977) and compassionate

geography (Kearns, 2001), but to name a couple.

Objectives

In this reflexive paper, | aim to achieve two objectives. Firstly, existing debates on
research ethics will be engaged with to reflect upon my fieldwork experiences while
researching on battlefield tourism on the island of Kinmen, Taiwan.? In particular, |
elicit some of the concerns for prescriptive and universal research ethics. Here, | argue
that ethical codes are never universal and it is important to “develop authentic
individual responses to potentially unique circumstances” (Valentine, 2005:485).
Secondly, there is a dearth of analysis on post-research ethics. Majority of the existing
literature focuses on ethical issues before® and during® a research; limited attention has
been given to ethical decisions beyond its completion. Relationship with the

researched community stretches beyond the boundaries of the research process, and

2 Palitically belonging to Taiwan, Kinmen lies 350km southwest of Taipei, Taiwan, but a mere 8km
from the city of Xiamen, mainland China. The island was a military outpost until the abolition of
martial law in 1992, after which tourism became increasingly important.

b For example, getting approval from a review committee.

¢ For example, day-to-day moral decisions; contemplation of how the study benefits the society etc

13



should be incorporated into the researcher’s ‘ethics of care’. It is suggested that by
reciprocating kindness in humble but practical ways, one may also contribute to an
ethical research. In all, by highlighting the limitations of prescriptive and universal
research ethics and advocating for pluralism in defining an ethical research, it is
hoped that this paper contribute to a “geographically sensitive ethics and an ethically

sensitive geography” (Cloke, 2002:591).

Research ethics

The opening paragraph of ‘Research Ethics for Social Scientists’ (Isracl and Hay,
2006:1) captures vividly the sentiment towards, or rather, grudge against ethics review

committees? in tertiary institutions:

Social scientists are angry and frustrated. They believe their work is
being constrained and distorted by regulators of ethical practice who
do not necessarily understand social science research... ...Researchers
have argued that regulators are acting on the basis of biomedically
driven arrangements that make little or no sense to social scientists.

While non-applicability of most of the review questions (originally catered for
scientific/medical experiments) leave everyone frustrated and confused as to why a
social scientist should answer to inquiries by a medical department, the wider problem
lies with the prescriptive nature of ethics review and its underlying assumption of a
universal code of ethics. Sack (2001) recognises the existence of both ‘instrumental’
(context-dependent) morality and an ‘intrinsic’ (universal) morality, but nevertheless

favours universal judgments to contextual ones. In this paper, however, | adhere to

dTo ensure research is conducted responsibly, most tertiary institutions require researchers to submit
an ‘ethics review form’ and to have their research proposal and methods approved by an ‘ethics review
committee’. The contentious part is that these ‘forms’ used to be designed for medical experiments and
therefore not applicable to social science research. But of course, the situation has since improved with
institutions coming up with revised forms to cater to different genres of research. For example, the
University of Hong Kong has three approval bodies for ethical review: The Human Research Ethics
Committee for Non-Clinical Faculties (HRECNCF); The Institutional Review Board of the University
of Hong Kong/Hospital Authority Hong Kong West Cluster (HKU/HA HKW IRB); The Committee on
the Use of Live Animals in Teaching and Research (CULATR).

14



Smith’s (2000) anti-thesis of Sack’s position. He advocates for “a geographically
sensitive ethics that positions the contingent ahead of the universal” (Cutchin,

2002:660).

To illustrate, ethics review committees often require a written consent from the
interviewees. Ideally, this is done to recognise the rights of the respondent and also to
safeguard the researcher and the associated tertiary institution from any legal
repercussions. However, such practice might not be considered appropriate let alone
ethical in a different context. In Kinmen, to ask a respondent to sign on such a
“consent form” may be interpreted as an act of insensitivity, “turning an exchange
based on trust into one of formality and mistrust” (Israel and Hersh, 2006:45). The
following reflection from my Honours Thesis (Zhang, 2007:25-26) further strengthens

the moral dilemma of a supposedly ‘ethical behaviour’:

My positionality as a student researcher is substantiated by my identity
as an ‘Overseas Chinese returning to his grandfather’s hometown to
research for his thesis’. Contacts with relatives still staying in Kinmen
further ‘legitimised” my work. Familiarity with Mandarin and the
Hokkien dialect also gave me an added advantage in establishing
commonality and rapport with my respondents. Most were surprised
that I can speak their language.

The cultural context coupled with my positionality justify why a written informed
consent is not viable. Repercussions of such an act of insensitivity, no matter the
nobility of its intent, might result in the unwillingness of respondents to participate in
my research or a more serious consequence of a breakdown in rapport and trust.
Therefore, review committees should realise the relativism of research ethics (Wong,
1993). There are bound to be ‘grey areas’, depending on different social contexts and
research methods, where a universal code of ethics fails to be applicable. It is no
wonder that Kearns (2001:302) laments, “These procedures [of ethics committees] are
a good example of externally derived processes contributing to [geographers’]

dispirited state.”
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A genuine concern for prescriptive ethics is that it might foster a culture of ‘blind
compliance’. As observed by Kearns (2001:302), “it is not unusual to hear graduate
students talk of ‘getting through ethics approval’ (and...being free to ‘get on with
their research’)”. The ethics review committee is perceived to be an obstacle amongst
university researchers. Application to the ethics committee becomes just another
tedious administrative chore. In many instances, the researchers see the whole process
as interference and hindrance to the research progress. Many a time, the rule of thumb
becomes “just write what they want to see and get on with your research”. In
retrospect, this might give rise to what Guillemin and Gillam (2004) call ‘procedural
ethics’, whereby researchers comply to the demands of the review committees blindly,
as opposed to ‘ethics in practice’, which refers to the exercise of ethical decisions on a
day to day basis. As such, research ethics faces the risk of being relegated from that of

responsibility to the level of mere compliance.

Ethical research

As Blomley (1994) and Castree (1999) have suggested, there is a rich history of social
activism in human geography that espouses the need to improve the social condition
of the researched (Cloke, 2002; Valentine, 2005). Yet, increasingly, geographers are
criticised as being more concerned over intellectual aspects rather than the political
relevance of their research (Mitchell, 1995; Philo, 2000; Cloke, 2002). Similarly,
commitment towards the researched community vis-a-vis that of fulfilling
publications and funding requirements is scrutinised (Cloke, 2002). After all, ‘if you
don’t publish, you perish’! Therefore, there is a constant call for academics to revive
the discipline’s commitment to social activism; “to get off their wall of self-
importance and take down the walls of impenetrable language” (Fox, 1979, cited in

Kearns, 2001:301).

Of recent development is the argument for pluralism in defining ethical research

(Kearns, 2001). One such deliberation is that of ‘ethics of care’, proposed by the
16



feminist Carol Gilligan (1977, 1982). Gilligan, joined later by Baier (1985), Held
(1993) and Noddings (2003), advocates for a culture of care, compassion and
nurturing relationships in the course of research (Israel and Hay, 2006:21). Caring
“refers to care for, emotional commitment to, and willingness to act on behalf of
persons with whom one has a significant relationship” (Beauchamp and Childress,
2001:369, cited in Israel and Hay, 2006:22). This approach in defining an ethical
research goes beyond the abstract notion of social justice, to one that puts a strong
emphasis on humanity and reflects a deeper sense of commitment to the researched
community. Such commitment can be reflected in many ways and are not restricted to
the direct contributions of the research. Herman and Mattingley (1999) stress the
importance for reciprocity between the researcher and the researched. In this respect,
such reciprocities can benefit the researched community in humble but practical ways

—what | refer to as ‘ethics beyond research’.

To explicate, | share my experience of a recent encounter with the Kinmen County
Government’s tourism department. | still remain contact with the department after my
fieldwork. There were new tourism initiatives and additions to the battlefield
attractions since my last visit and they needed to translate the captions and narrations
of the displays from Chinese to English. After their initial erroneous translation was
rejected by the publisher, they sought my assistance. | was so busy that | had thought
of turning them down. However, | felt morally obliged to render my help to the
community that hosted my research. 1 am concerned with the development of its
tourism and could not bear to leave them in the lurch. A bad translation will definitely
dampen the island’s image and hope of attracting foreign tourists. Moreover, | do not
wish to see their translation becoming a laughing stock. | finally agreed to translate
for them. This simple example illustrates that an ethical research need not necessarily
realise abstract notions of social justice or activism. Such small acts of care and
concern reflects Kearns’ (2001) definition of a compassionate geography that
possesses the spirit of solidarity and empathy, and promotes “being down to earth so

as to reconnect with the roots of both our humanity and our discipline” (p. 301).
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In retrospect, the contribution of my research on battlefield tourism to the betterment
of Kinmen’s society, if any, might not be realised in the short run. However, the
continuity of my relationship with the local community brings about beneficial
“externalities” that contribute to its development in a humble but practical way.
Furthermore, it is an opportunity for me to reciprocate their kindness and support
during my time on the island. Thus, the vocabulary of ‘social activism’ should be
expanded to go beyond abstract understandings that are often held hostage in the
‘ivory towers’ of knowledge. ‘Down-to-earth’ ethical behaviours help to create a
climate of trust between the researcher and the researched community (Korgensen,
1971; Mitchell and Draper, 1982; Walsh, 1992, cited in Israel and Hay, 2006) so that
people may be more willing to participate in the research we undertake. Indeed,
developing a sense for the other (Augé, 1998) serves as a basis for “living ethically

and acting politically” (Cloke, 2002: 587).

Conclusion

In conclusion, | have highlighted some of the inadequacies of prescriptive and
universal research ethics. To achieve a geographically sensitive ethics, geographical
specificities of a research site need to be considered. Research ethics should only act
as a reference, rather than presenting itself as the set of rules for researchers to follow.
When researchers find ways and means to satisfy the review committee instead of
considering the moral implications of their actions, how then can their behaviour be
considered responsible? Hay and Foley (1998)’s suggestion to incorporate ethics
education into the curriculum, and to equip students with ‘critical moral imaginations’,
whereby real life examples of research ethics are discussed in an interactive manner,

looks promising.©

¢ The University of Hong Kong holds seminars on ‘Responsible Conduct of Research’ for faculty
members in which research ethics examples are discussed in a workshop setting. This is an important
step in the right direction and there is potential for such workshops to be extended to the general
student population.
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I have also advocated for pluralism in defining ethical research. The notion of post-
research ethics is introduced to discuss ethics of care that are rendered even after the
completion of a research. Such acts of care need not necessarily fit into abstract
notions of social activism or justice, but are nevertheless reflective of the compassion
for and commitment to the researched community. Humble but practical ways to
reciprocate help and support in turn contribute to an ethically sensitive geography.
Lastly, such a reflexive approach in discussing research ethics and ethical research has
equipped me with both a mirror, to reflect upon my previous fieldwork behaviour, and
a self-critical lens, under which my future conduct as a responsible geographer will be

scrutinised.

References

Augé, M. (1998) A Sense for the Other (translated by A. Jacobs), Stanford, CA: Stanford University
Press.

Bach, B.W. (2005) ‘The organizational tension of othering’, Journal of Applied Communication
Research, 33(3), pp.258-268.

Baier, A. (1985) ‘What do women want in a moral theory’, in A. Baier (ed.), Moral Prejudices: Essays
on Ethics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp.1-18.

Blomley, N. (1994) ‘Activism and the academy’, Society and Space, 12, pp.383-385.
Castree, N. (1999) ““Out there’? ‘In here’? Domesticating critical geography”, Area, 31(1), pp.81-86.

Cloke, P., Philo, C. and Sadler, D. (1991) Approaching Human Geography: An Introduction to
Contemporary Theoretical Debates, New York: Guilford Press.

Cloke, P. (2002) ‘Deliver us from evil? Prospects for living ethically and acting politically in human
geography’, Progress in Human Geography, 26(5), pp.587-604.

Cutchin, M.P. (2002) ‘Ethics and geography: continuity and emerging syntheses’, Progress in Human
Geography, 26(5), pp.656-664.

Gilbert, N. (ed.) (2006) From Postgraduate to Social Scientist: A Guide to Key Skills, London: Sage.

19



Gilligan, C. (1977) ‘In a different voice: Women’s conceptions of self and morality’, Harvard
Educational Review, 47(4), pp.481-503.

Gilligan, C. (1982) In a Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women’s Development, Cambridge:
Harvard University Press.

Guillemin, M. and Gillam, L. (2004) “Ethics, reflexivity and ‘ethically important moments’ in
research”, Qualitative Inquiry, 10(2), pp.261-280.

Hay, I and Foley, P. (1998) ‘Ethics, Geography and responsible citizenship’, Journal of Geography in
Higher Education, 22(2), pp.169-183.

Hay, I. (ed.) (2000) Qualitative Research Methods in Human Geography, South Melbourne, Vic.;
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Held, V. (1993) Feminist Morality: Transforming Culture, Society and Politics, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Herman, T. and Mattingley, D. (1999) ‘Community, justice, and the ethics of research: negotiating
reciprocal research relations’, in J. Proctor and D. Smith (eds.), Geography and Ethics:
Journeys in a Moral Terrain, London: Routledge, pp.209-222.

Israel, M. and Hay, I. (2006) Research Ethics for Social Scientists: Between Ethical Conduct and
Regulatory Compliance, London; Thousand Oaks, Calif.: Sage.

Israel, M. and Hersh, D. (2006) ‘Research ethics’, in N. Gilbert (ed.), From Postgraduate to Social
Scientist: A Guide to Key Skills, London: Sage, pp.43-58.

Kearns, R., Heron, R.L. and Romaniuk, A. (1998) ‘Interactive ethics: Developing understanding of the
social relations of research’, Journal of Geography in Higher Education, 22(3), pp.297-310.

Kearns, R. (2001) (Dis)spirited Geography?’, Journal of Geography in Higher Education, 25(3),
pp.299-309.

McDowell, L. (1992) ‘Doing gender: feminism, feminists and research methods in human geography’,

Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 17, pp.399-416.

Mitchell, D. (1995) ‘There’s no such thing as culture’, Transactions of the Institute of British
Geographers, 20, pp.102-116.

Noddings, N. (2003) Caring: A Feminine Approach to Ethics and Moral Education, 2" edn, Berkeley,
CA: University of California Press.

Oakes, J.M. (2002) ‘Risks and wrongs in social science research: An evaluator’s guide to IRB’,
Evaluation Review, 26(5), pp.443-479.

20



Philo, C. (2000) “More words, more worlds: Reflections on the ‘cultural turn’ and human geography”,
in I. Cook, D. Crouch, S. Naylor and J.R. Ryan (eds.), Cultural Turns/ Geographical Turns,
Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, pp.26-53.

Sack, R. (1997) Homo Geographicus: A Framework for Action, Awareness, and Moral Concern,
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Sack, R. (2001) ‘Place, power, and the good’, in P.C. Adams, S. Hoelscher and K.E. Till (eds.),
Textures of Place: Exploring Humanist Geographies, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota

Press, pp.232-245.

Sayer, R. and Storper, M. (1997) ‘Ethics unbound: For a normative turn in social theory’, Environment
and Planning D: Society and Space, 15, pp.11-17.

Smith, D. (1977) Human Geography: A Welfare Approach, London: Edward Arnold.

Smith, D. (2000) Moral Geographies: Ethics in a World of Difference, Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press.

Valentine, G. (2005) ‘Geography and ethics: moral geographies? Ethical commitment in research and

teaching’, Progress in Human Geography, 29(4), pp.483-487.

Vujakovic and Bullard (2001) ‘The ethics minefield: issues of responsibility in learning and research’,
Journal of Geography in Higher Education, 25(2), pp.275-283.

Wong, D. (1993) ‘Relativism’, in P. Singer (ed.), A Companion to Ethics, Oxford: Blackwell, pp.442-
450.

Zhang, J.J. (2007) From Battlefield to Tourist Destination: Production and Consumption of the

Battlefield Tourism Landscape in Kinmen, Taiwan, unpubl. Honours thesis, National
University of Singapore.

21



On Becoming a Geomorphologist

Dr. Angel K.Y. Ng
Senior Geomorphologist
Ove Arup & Partners (HK) Limited;
Part-time Lecturer
Department of Geography
The University of Hong Kong

Is it possible to turn your favourite subject at school into an interesting career? Is it
possible to do what you love and get paid? The answers are both yes. In this article, |

would like to share my journey after graduation on becoming a Geomorphologist.

A Geography Lover

Geography has been my favourite subject since | was studying in secondary school.
My Geography teachers know me well because | often ask questions. | am particularly
interested in map reading, curious about where the rocks come from, how mountains
are formed, why landslide occurs and especially their spatial distribution. In general, |
am keen to learn more and understand how the nature works. In my spare time, | love
to travel to places with mountainous scenery and go hiking. Naturally | chose to major
in Physical Geography at university and this is where 1 first encountered the discipline

of Geomorphology.

First Encounter Geomorphology at HKU

Geomorphology is the study of the earth’s surface including landforms, the
formation processes and materials. It has been also regarded as “the Science of
Scenery” (Higgitt, 2007). | noted this subject area in the practical class of a Year 1
course “The Physical Environment”. It was an interesting class including lectures

and a series of practical classes to identify various types of rock specimens, doing
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particle size distribution curve through systematic sieving as well as an overview of
the theory of plate tectonics. Nevertheless, a more in-depth and systematic
introduction of Geomorphology came in my second and third years in the
Geography curriculum. The courses were entitled, “Earth Surface Processes and
Landforms”, “Geomorphology of Coasts and Slopes” and “Physical Environment of
China” taught by Professor David Dian Zhang. These courses covered key concepts
and principles of both endogenic and exogenic processes that shape the earth’s
landscapes, with global and local case studies. The field trips were fascinating and
equipped me with fundamental fieldwork and observation skills on volcanic, fluvial,
slope, coastal, glacial and karst landforms. These learnings were not limited to
explain the landscapes in Asia but also subsequently “transferred” to study the

landscapes during the Overseas Fieldtrip in the UK.

A Taste of Research in Undergraduate Years

My increasing interest in Geomorphology led me to conduct an undergraduate
dissertation (Ng, 2000) that started from the 2" semester of Year 2 to the 1%
semester of Year 3. This ‘course’ was unlike other courses in that there was no class
or ‘syllabus’ to follow. Only four out of 89 Geography major students, including
myself, chose this 1-year ‘course’. The remaining 85 classmates preferred to take
two half-year taught courses with written exams or one taught course plus a directed

project instead.

| approached Professor Zhang to discuss possible dissertation topics relating to
Geomorphology. We quickly agreed on doing something related to landslides in
Hong Kong and | was given an introduction to ‘gully development’ theory with a
few pieces of landslide maps of various years done by his research assistants to start
with. At that time | felt excited as this was an interesting topic. However, | also felt
quite confused as | was not familiar with the theory and if I could rely on those data.
Later on | realized that confusion was a very normal and an integral part of research

process. More problems or questions came up after ‘resolving’ some issues.
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Nevertheless, in this ‘mini-research’ process, I learned much more about landslides
in Hong Kong and its associated factors. | gained lots of satisfaction to conduct the
study independently with minimum supervision and developed a statistical method
(not often used in Physical Geography) to analyse the spatial distribution of
landslides on Lantau Island. The study findings were subsequently published in a
local journal “Hong Kong Geologist” (Ng, 2001). This was a very encouraging news

to a freshman of research.

Starting My Geomorphology Career Development as a Postgraduate

My interest in landslide research was growing fast. The most direct way to gain
more research experience was to pursue the Master of Philosophy (MPhil) degree in
the Department. | discussed with my potential MPhil supervisor Professor Zhang
and he was very supportive. Nevertheless, there were only a few University Grant
Committee (UGC) funded studentships for MPhil study each year. It was extremely
competitive with more than 20 applicants at that time and the Department had to
arrange interviews to facilitate the selection. Thankfully I was one of the five

successful applicants.

In these two years, | gained more understanding of the nature of Geomorphology
(Ng, 2002a) and completed a geomorphological investigation on the relationship
between landsliding and valley development in Hong Kong (Ng, 2002b). This
investigation comprised two key elements of Geomorphology — the morphology and
the process. The highlight of the subsequent ‘research output’ from this study was a
paper publication to one of the high impact journals in the field of Geomorphology
(Ng, 2006). The ‘completion’ of this thesis seemed more like a beginning than an
end. | was equipped with fundamental research skills and methods, more in-depth
knowledge of the history and development of the philosophical issues in
Geomorphology, and involved in analyzing a variety of morphometric paramaters
and their relationship with landslide locations etc. However, there were still a

number of questions that remained unanswered. Could the theory apply to other
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places outside Hong Kong? Why a landslide occurred more frequently at certain

locations within a drainage basin? Could we predict when landslides occur?

Studying the relationship between landslides and Geomorphology in my undergraduate dissertation
and MPhil under the supervision of Professor David Zhang at the University of Hong Kong

Overseas PhD Research at Durham University in Landslide Hazard Assessment

With all the endless questions in mind, | was thinking whether it would be possible
to pursue further research in an attempt to understand more about landslides. |
would also like to gain more research exposure overseas to broaden my thinking.
Pursuing overseas study was like a dream to me because it was very difficult to
achieve without strong financial support. The process of scholarship applications
took a lot of time and efforts to prepare such as writing up a research proposal,
searching and approaching potential supervisors with similar research interests,
seeking reference support and attending interviews. There were not many fully-
funded scholarships for overseas study for Hong Kong students at that time. The
most well-known scholarship was the Sir Edward Youde Memorial Scholarship,
which was highly competitive. Having failed this one, I lost half of the hope. But my
research interest and enthusiasm still persisted, so | tried to apply more scholarships
in the next year with better preparation. It was the Croucher Foundation Scholarship

that made my dream come true.

I was so happy to receive several PhD offers from the top Geography Department of
my chosen Universities in the United Kingdom at that time including Cambridge,
Durham, Leeds, Bristol and Kings College London. | chose Durham as they had an

International Landslide Centre with a growing landslide research team. Also

25



Durham Geography was awarded the highest rating in the UK Research Assessment
Exercise (RAE) demonstrating top quality research. Why not Cambridge? This was
one of the questions | was asked during the scholarship interview. It was a good
university but their research focus was on river bank failures which were not my

primary interest.

At Durham, my landslide research focused on the behavior of surficial materials —
one of the fundamental elements of Geomorphology. The research investigated the
mechanisms of rainfall-induced landslides in humid tropical environments (Ng et al.,
2005; Ng, 2007). It aimed to advance knowledge on the underlying process of
rainfall-triggered landslides through analyzing their pre-failure movements in
weathered materials. The weathered rock samples were collected from Lantau Island
and shipped to Durham University for further laboratory testing. | designed a series
of novel tests to simulate the field conditions of different rainfall intensities and
observed the material movements towards failure. The tests were conducted in a
modified stress-path triaxial cell which was an advanced geotechnical equipment.
Such experience put me into a steep learning curve to understand soil mechanics and
provide some explanations on how landslides move. The research findings were
published in the Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology (Ng,
2009).

Landslide research team members of the International Landslide Centre (left photo) and my PhD
supervisor Professor Dave Petley (right photo) at Durham University, UK
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Career Choices

Getting a PhD opens the door of a possible academic career. | did seriously consider
whether to move on to do postdoctorate research for a few years to gain more
research experience and paper publications aiming for a University lectureship. But
I would like to try a different career path to give myself an exposure of the ‘real

world’ first to check out what working environment would suit me best.

I returned to Hong Kong and had strong desire to contribute back what 1 had learned.
| clearly knew that | was keen to work on landslides and certainly grateful if I could
apply my geomorphological knowledge and skills. I did a thorough ‘career research’
to explore possible options to understand the ‘market’ as well as seeking career
advice from the university career advice centre, my professors, friends and also staff
working in the government and consultancies in Hong Kong. They had been very
helpful to share with me some ‘insider stories’ and the work nature of the possible

paths.

Landed on ‘The Real World’ - Consultancy Practice

In November 2007, | landed in the Hong Kong office of Ove Arup & Partners — a
global firm of consulting engineers, designers, planners, technical specialists
offering a broad range of professional services. This was my first full-time job in the
‘real world’ outside the universities. I was assigned to work as a member of the
Engineering Geology (EG) team under the Geotechnics Group. My core title was
‘Assistant Geologist’ whilst my operational title was ‘Geomorphologist’. I felt very
happy to accept the offer as | was given an opportunity to do what | wanted to

become.
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In my early years, | assisted preparation of consultancy reports including desk studies, aerial photo

interpretation (note the stereoscope on my desk), fieldwork, landslide debris mobility modelling and
rockfall analyses for natural terrain hazard studies and site development projects for the government
and developers in the private sector

What Can a Geomorphologist Contribute?

In my first three and a half years from late 2007 to early 2011, | was assisting
several Senior Geologists on a number of slopes, natural terrain hazard studies and
railway projects for both the government and the private sectors. All my colleagues
in the EG team had graduated from Earth Sciences at HKU or Geology Departments
from overseas universities. |1 was the only one with a Geography background and a
PhD. Most thankfully I had very open-minded and experienced mentors who saw
my potential and were very willing to give me advice when | needed. 1 fitted in
quite well as I brought in the ‘reading the landscape’ skills helping with various
types of site-specific to regional scale projects involving aerial photo interpretation

and am also interested to learn more about Geology.

Regarding the nature of works, | assisted preparation of numerous consultancy
reports including desk studies, aerial photograph interpretation (API), supervision of
ground investigation (drillholes, trial pits), geomorphological field mapping, natural
terrain hazard and risk assessments, landslide debris mobility modelling, rockfall
analyses etc. In particular, | enjoyed the interpretation of aerial photos to identify
possible natural terrain hazards and the possible obstructions like seawalls and old

piers for proposed tunnel alignments in the early stage of large-scale infrastructure
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projects. Most unexpectedly, | learned and had chances to use Geographical
Information System (GIS) skills in the workplace for both regional scale and site-
specific studies. Given my strong research and Geography background, | picked up
most of these techniques on-the-job quite quickly and was able to contribute some
risk analyses, terrain interpretation and hazard identification especially for natural
terrain hazard studies. More happily, | could still be connected and learned from the
international community of geomorphologists as Arup supported me financially to
attend the 7" International Conference on Geomorphology held in Melbourne (Ng et
al., 2009) and a Regional Conference in Addis Ababa (Ng et al., 2011) to present

the report findings and participation in the Intensive Course for Young

Geomorphologists as part of my training and development.

Presentation at the 7™ International Conference on Geomorphology (left photo) and participation in
the 3-Day Intensive Course with Young Geomorphologists coming from 18 countries (right photo)

Participation in a 3-Day Intensive Course on Landslide Geomorphology Mapping including field
trips to various types of mass movements in Dessie Basin of Ethiopia
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Career Progression as a Consulting Geomorphologist

| was awarded Chartered Geographer (specialising in Geomorphology) status from
Royal Geographical Society (RGS) London in April 2011 — the first one in Asia.
Chartered Geographer (CGeog) is the only internationally recognized professional
accreditation for those with competence, experience and professionalism in the use
of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills in the workplace whether it is
in academia, a private-sector consultancy, a public sector agency or a business (RGS,
2014). A minimum of six years full-time professional experience in using
geographical skills and knowledge in the workplace is required. This
CGeog(Geomorph) status marked another stage of my career in consultancy leading

to my promotion in July 2011 as a Geomorphologist.

In September 2012, | became a Chartered Geologist (CGeol) awarded by the
Geological Society of London (GSL) with areas of specialism in Geomorphology
and Natural Hazards. A minimum of four years of relevant postgraduate experience
was required to be eligible to apply for the validation, with a PhD and first degree
consisting at least 50% of the course content in geoscience subjects. There were
seven required competencies including two of which were geology-specific (GSL,
2014): (1) understanding of the complexities of geology and of geological processes
in space and time in relation to the applicant’s speciality, and (2) critical evaluation
of geoscience information to generate predictive models. My CGeol validation
interview with two experienced scrutineers (Engineering Geologists from other
consultancy firms) lasted for 2 hours and 15 minutes! This was the most memorable
experience that reminded me the viva voce exams in my MPhil and PhD. The
interview was an intensive question and answer section to demonstrate all my
capabilities in the understanding of geological knowledge and practice. One of those
‘questions’ was to identify and describe a bag of rock specimens, including a sample

taken from feldsparphyric rhyolite dyke!
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The Geological Society of London (GSL) and the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) of London are
two internationally recognised professional organisations validating professionals in Geomorphology
though Chartership

With these professional qualifications, | was promoted to a new role with increasing
responsibilities to manage projects and to mentor and supervise several junior staff
including fresh graduates for their career development working through Chartership.
Getting Chartered was a benchmark as a qualified professional in the consultancy
sector and the beginning of a self-driven life-long learning. Each year, all the
Chartered Geographers and Chartered Geologists are required to submit an annual
evidence of their continual professional development (CPD) to RGS and GSL
respectively to maintain the Chartered status, which comprise a range of both
internal and external CPD activities such as published works, conference
presentations/attendance, training courses, attending seminars, workshops, field trips
participation outside normal working hours. | continued to present at international
Geomorphology conference (Ng and Millis, 2013) to keep update of the state-of-the-
art. In Hong Kong, | also contributed as one of the speakers for the Geological
Society of London Regional Group conference (Ng, 2014a) as well as a Workshop
on Natural Terrain Hazard Study jointly organized by the Geotechnical Division of
the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers and Civil Engineering Department of the

University of Hong Kong (Ng, 2014b) sharing the practice of Geomorphology.

I was further promoted to Senior Geomorphologist in April 2014 after nearly 6.5
years of service in Arup. Currently I am one of the leaders of the Engineering
Geology team supervising three junior staff members and managing a number of
natural terrain hazard studies including developing an interesting internal Arup

research project on enhanced geohazard assessment using GIS and LiDAR data.
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Presenting at the 8™ International Conference on Geomorphology in Paris; and the Geological
Society of London Conference with my colleagues in Hong Kong

Staff Training and Development

After Charterships, the scope of my role and impact changed from self-managed
contribution with limited supervision to become a leader with increasing
responsibilities for the work quality produced by other people (i.e. my team

members) and making key contributions to larger sized projects of lasting influence.

My role as a Mentor or immediate Training Supervisor was appointed under the
Arup Engineering Geology Graduate Training Scheme since 2012. | have been
responsible to monitor progress and provide guidance for up to four junior staff
including fresh graduates from HK and the UK and a secondment (i.e. staff
transferred from another company for a varied work exposure) on a day to day basis
during their training period working towards their Chartership. Mentoring requires
good working knowledge, patience and time to provide opportunities, advice and
constructive feedback to the less-experienced staff to perform the delegated tasks to
meet the Chartership criteria, as well as facilitating their own career development
including identification of their training needs and interests. A good mentorship,
nevertheless, is a two-way working relationship. Its success would depend on the
quality of knowledge/ skills transfer and feedback from the mentor and the proactive

learning attitude of the mentee.
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My intensive work experience in aerial photo interpretation (API) on various
projects in the early years also prepared me to become a Trainer for the API course
under the Arup University (AU). AU was established to increase the return on the
intellectual capital of the firm through the provision of formal learning at the
professional, Masters and Doctoral levels. The API course which | have been
responsible to develop since 2013 is one of the accredited professional modules. It
comprises a 2-hour interactive lecture and six 2-hour hands-on practical classes on
the interpretation of aerial photos using stereoscope. | felt particularly excited as this
was my first time delivering a training course in a consultancy setting with a group
of more than 20 staff coming from geology and engineering disciplines (other than
Geography!). Unlike the usual lecturing style, all the AU courses encourage
communication between the trainer and the trainees throughout the class, with the
design of interactive exercises followed by question and answer session to increase
the learning retention rate. The API course went surprisingly well and received very
positive feedback from my colleagues. | was one of the top three highest scored

among 35 trainers and awarded the ‘Best Trainer of the Year’ award.

The emphasis on staff training and development at all levels in Arup is one of the
key reasons why | enjoy working there. Later this year, | will also contribute to
further develop a training course on Natural Terrain Hazard Assessment
demonstrating the latest guidelines issued by the Government as well as the

fundamentals for hazard mitigation design with project examples.

Sharing knowledge at work through lunch talks (left photo) and hands-on practical classes of Arup
University (right photo)
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Part-time Lectureship in Geomorphology at HKU

“Are you interested and do you have time to assist me teaching part-time some of
my courses as [ will be on research leave?” says Professor Zhang in the summer of
Year 2012. “I would love to teach but I need to discuss and seek approval from my
boss and the company” was my immediate reply. My boss was very supportive and
my company allowed me to take annual leave for part-time teaching. With
consideration of my full-time work, | accepted this honourable invitation and took
up the teaching duties of one of Professor Zhang’s courses namely GEOG2097
Global Landforms from January 2013. This was an introductory course on
Geomorphology that I loved most when | was an undergraduate. It comprised a total

of twelve lectures, student consultation hours, a field trip and an examination.

L2 - Volcanicity and L3 - Weathering and

Landforms s Landfori

L5 — Fluvial Proces
Landforms

L9 — Glacial Processes
and Landforms

i e - 5 vl 11—
L8 — Karst Processes~ " L10- Applied Geomorphological
and Landforms a - d Geomorphology Techniques

Course Outline of GEOG2097 Global Landforms

First-time lecturing for a full course with a full-time job at the same time was not
easy. | spent nearly all of my evenings on weekdays, whole weekends and public
holidays to prepare the lectures and a field trip. | reviewed and updated the course
contents to include more recent case studies and my working experience sharing to
‘make it real’. Relevant learning support aids like videos, newspapers and in-class
demonstrations were also included. In my lectures, | often asked students questions
so they could think deeper about what they had learned. For a 2-hour lecture, |

needed a minimum of 3 days to prepare. | was terribly busy during the 4-month
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teaching period but | enjoyed very much the process like a ‘flow’. I felt lots of
satisfaction to teach a subject that | love, and seeing my students getting more
interested in it. It appeared that the course was well-received, with the class size
grew significantly from 30 to 54 students in the following year. | am happy to be re-

appointed to teach this course from early 2015.

Mountain hiking up to 3971 m during GEOG3028 Lanzhou Field Trip in the academic year 2012-13

eMajorin Physical Geography, HKU

*MPhil in Slope Geomorphology, HKU

*PhDin Landslide Hazard Assessment, Durham University, UK
eAssistant Geologist (Grade 3), Ove Arup & Partners, HK

eChartered Geographer (Specialising in Geomorphology), RGS, UK
*Geologist (Grade 4), Ove Arup & Partners, HK

eChartered Geologist, GSL, UK

*Geomorphologist (Grade 5), Ove Arup & Partners, HK
e|nvited Part-time Lecturer, GEOG2097 Global Landforms and GEOG3028 Lanzhou Field Trip, HKU

*Senior Geomorphologist (Grade 6), Ove Arup & Partners, HK
e|nvited Part-time Lecturer, GEOG2097 Global Landforms, HKU

 ECECECECECECEY

Figure 1 — Career Timeline in Geomorphology
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Career Advice?

Know yourself and explore all possible career options — What are your interests?
What are your strengths? What are you passionate or enthusiastic about? What kind
of working environment do you prefer? Try answering these questions honestly to
yourself first would be a good start before searching ‘outside’. Seeking advice from
the Career Centre and talk to people who are working in your interested fields could
also be helpful to get more in-depth, ‘insider’ information. Applying for an
internship might also be a good alternative for first-hand experience. Personally 1
also got some insights from a few good books during my career search including

Matthews (1999), Ali (2000), Tieger and Tieger (2007), and Bolles (2014, latest edition).

Keep a learning attitude — the ‘student heart’. Graduation is not the end of learning
but the opposite indeed. There is so much to learn life-long in the workplace
regarding ‘technical’ knowledge and ‘people’ skills. In the workplace, most of the
knowledge and skills are learned on the job by yourself, though some more
established institutions might offer training schemes with mentors assigned for fresh
graduates to structure their learnings to a professional level. Nevertheless, the
graduates, not their mentors, are still fully responsible for their own career
development. All of your colleagues are your ‘teachers’. Be grateful if you come
across those who give you opportunities to develop your potential and spending time
on you to improve the quality of your works and provide feedback on your

performance.

Last but not least, let me share an inspiring quote written by Andrew Matthews

(1999, p. 86) in his book entitled “Follow Your Heart” which I find it very true:

“Doing what you love is not a recipe for an easier life, it is a recipe
for an interesting life. Most likely you’ll take on more responsibilities
and more problems!”

The interesting journey continues.....
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My GEOG2097 students in the academic year 2012-13 (left photo) and 2013-14 (right photo) — the
next generation of potential Geomorphologists?
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Abstract

Similar to other developed countries, Hong Kong is also facing population
ageing challenges. An increase in the demand for ambulance services induced by
ageing population is one of the problems. A long term projection taking into account
the ageing population is needed to maintain a sustainable emergency ambulance
system. In this study, the demand for emergency ambulance services in Hong Kong
was projected by considering changes in the population demographics of Hong Kong
in 2019. The results showed that a change in the age structure had significant
implications in the projection for future ambulance demand. Compared to projections
based on conventional approach, this study revealed that western New Territories
would suffer the largest amount of underestimation of 23.1% in ambulance demand
were the age structure not considered in the projection model. In contrast, the West
Kowloon region would have the smallest underestimation of 5% in the projection of
ambulance demand. The discrepancy in projected demands and the subarea analysis
can gauge decision makers in identifying possible areas with a growing demand for
ambulance services. The method also offers a piece of scientific and objective
evidence to support or rethink procurement decisions and policy changes to sustain

the provision of quality emergency ambulance services in Hong Kong.

Keywords: Emergency ambulance services; projection; age structure; sustainability

2 Extracted from Wong, H.T., 2012. Biometeorological modelling and forecasting of ambulance
demand for Hong Kong. PhD Thesis. The University of Hong Kong.
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Introduction

An ageing population is a global issue which has been widely discussed in
multidisciplinary research. For instance, demographic ageing, which means an
increase of the percentage of people aged 65 or above, is the current focus in most
countries (Lloyd-Sherlock, 2000). As older people generally have the greatest health
need, the impact of ageing on medical expenditures is always on the agenda for health
and medical care policy when budgets are already under considerable pressure. At the
same time, it is also reasonable to expect that the demand for ambulance services is
proportional to the size of elderly population. A higher proportion of elderly people in
a population suggests a higher demand for ambulance services, given that the elderly
generally are regarded as a high risk group. For instance, a study in Australia claimed
that one fourth of the growth of ambulance demand could be attributed to elderly
needs (Lowthian, et al., 2011). In this regard, it is logical to expect that the future

demand for ambulance services would also increase due to ageing population.

According to the Hong Kong population projection complied by the Census and
Statistics Department (C&SD), the number of Hong Kong residents aged above 65
would increase about 2.5 times between 2008 and 2036, while the remaining residents
aged below 65 would remain relatively constant (Figure 1) (C&SD, 2007). Table 1
lists the population of the District Council (DC) Districts in Hong Kong in 2008 and
2019 by age groups, which shows that similar ageing problems are expected to occur
in different districts. The location and boundary of the 18 DC districts are as shown in
Figure 2. The over 65 residents in various DC districts would have different degrees
of increase in 2019. In the most extreme case, Tuen Mun’s elderly population would
nearly double between 2008 and 2019.

Table 2 lists the proportion of 2008 and 2019 population by three age groups (0-
14, 15-64, and >65) in each DC districts. Focussing only on the situation in 2008, we
can see that the proportion of elderly population varied among the DC districts. For
example, Wong Tai Sin is a district known to have many elderly people with 17.7% of
its residents above 64 and only 11.7% of its residents below 15. In contrast, Yuen
Long is a relatively new district with only 8.8% of its residents above 64 and a high

proportion of 16.1% of its residents below 15. This observation confirms the
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variability of population age structure in DC districts of Hong Kong. As the elderly
are more likely frequent users of ambulance services (Clark & FitzGerald, 1999;
Lowthian et al., 2011), it is logical to speculate that the ambulance demand for
districts with a larger proportion of elderly residents is expected to be higher than

normal.

In view of the rapidly ageing population in Hong Kong, this study argues that a
forecast model to estimate the future demand for emergency ambulance services
should take into account the distributional pattern of ageing population in selected
areas. A long-term projection for the demand for emergency ambulance services can
enable better preparation for the expected rise in demand, especially when the
processing time for ambulance procurement could be up to four fiscal years
(Legislative Council, 2009). Better planning will reduce or eliminate purchases of
ambulances that are either unnecessary or have not been budgeted for, without
compromising preparedness and service quality. This informed adjustment not only
would allow potential victims to receive better service, but also moderate unnecessary
operational expenses (such as acquisitions of additional ambulances and increases in

manpower).

It was hypothesised that the projected annual ambulance demand would increase
significantly if the factor of long-term change in age structure was considered,
because a large proportion of the demand could be explained by old age population.
The following research questions were asked. What will be the yearly demand of
ambulance services in 2019 with and without accounting for changes in the long-term
age structure of the Hong Kong population? What are the corresponding differences
for selected areas in 2019? The study expects that the yearly projection for ambulance
demand accounting for changes in the long-term age structure will show a higher
demand because of the ageing population. Regarding differences among selected
areas, the study expects that only districts with an ageing degree similar to that of the

territorial average will have projected results comparable to that of the whole territory.
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Figure 2 The 18 District Council Districts by 7 geographic regions of Hong Kong?

* 12 Islands = Outlying islands associated with East Hong Kong Island based on hospital clusters defined by the Hong Kong Hospital Authority (2014).
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Table 1 Population of the District Council Districts and Broad Areas in Hong Kong in 2008 and 2019 by Age Groups

o | Broad Age Groups

Distict/ Broad Areat 0-14 1564 65 Tota

2008 2019 % change 2008 2019 % change 2008 2019 % change 2008 2019 % change
Central and Western 32400 41800 29.0 197900 175900 -11.1 33700 56200 66.8 264100 273900 3.7
Wan Chai 17100 24100 40.9 120800 108500 -10.2 24100 38400 59.3 162000 171000 5.6
Eastern 70100 69200 -1.3 439600 395700 -10.0 88500 131300 48.4 598200 596200 -0.3
Southern 35200 28500 -19.0 208000 193700 -6.9 38400 52900 37.8 281700 275100 -2.3
Sham Shui Po 44900 60700 35.2 262000 298900 141 61500 83300 35.4 368300 442900 20.3
Kowloon City 44600 61100 37.0 262800 296100 12.7 55100 85200 54.6 362500 442400 22.0
Wong Tai Sin 49300 36600 -25.8 298700 298800 0.0 74800 81400 8.8 422900 416900 -1.4
Kwun Tong 73700 71600 -2.8 414000 477800 154 93800 117500 25.3 581500 666900 14.7
Yau Tsim Mong 36000 57900 60.8 220500 225800 24 40100 69900 74.3 296600 353600 19.2
Kwai Tsing 65700 47300 -28.0 382500 354200 -7.4 70300 90300 28.4 518500 491900 5.1
Tsuen Wan 42600 43600 2.3 219800 204500 -7.0 35200 53200 51.1 297600 301300 1.2
Tuen Mun 64900 61200 -5.7 395200 386700 -2.2 42800 82900 93.7 502800 530800 5.6
Yuen Long 87700 85000 -3.1 408600 492500 20.5 47700 85400 79.0 544000 662900 21.9
North 42500 40500 -4.7 227100 248700 9.5 30200 51300 69.9 299800 340500 13.6
Tai Po 35000 36400 4.0 228700 232300 1.6 28500 51900 82.1 292100 320500 9.7
Sha Tin 74400 76100 2.3 471600 496200 5.2 66200 113700 71.8 612100 686000 12.1
Sai Kung 60500 64600 6.8 321900 378100 17.5 35300 61400 73.9 417700 504200 20.7
Islands 25500 27000 5.9 114200 130900 14.6 13200 23700 79.5 152800 181700 18.9
Hong Kong Island 154900 163600 5.6 966300 873700 -9.6 | 184800 278800 50.9 | 1305900 1316100 0.8
Kowloon 248500 288000 15.9 1458100 1597400 9.6 | 325300 437300 34.4 | 2031900 2322700 14.3
New Territories 498700 481800 -3.4 2769500 2924100 5.6 | 369400 613900 66.2 | 3637600 4019700 10.5
Total 902000 933300 3.5 5193900 5395200 3.9 | 879500 1330000 51.2 | 6975400 7658500 9.8
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Table 2 Population Proportions of the District Council Districts and Broad Areas in Hong Kong in 2008 and 2019 by Age Groups

o _ Broad Age Groups
D!str!ct Council (DC) 014 15-64 >65
District/ Broad Areas - , ,
2008 2019 % point change 2008 2019 % point change 2008 2019 % point change

Central and Western 12.3 15.3 3.0 74.9 64.2 -10.7 12.8 20.5 7.8
Wan Chai 10.6 14.1 3.5 74.6 63.5 -11.1 14.9 225 7.6
Eastern 11.7 11.6 -0.1 73.5 66.4 -7.1 14.8 22.0 7.2
Southern 12.5 10.4 2.1 73.8 70.4 -3.4 13.6 19.2 5.6
Sham Shui Po 12.2 13.7 15 71.1 67.5 -3.7 16.7 18.8 2.1
Kowloon City 12.3 13.8 15 72.5 66.9 -5.6 15.2 19.3 4.1
Wong Tai Sin 11.7 8.8 -2.9 70.6 717 1.0 17.7 19.5 1.8
Kwun Tong 12.7 10.7 -1.9 71.2 71.6 0.4 16.1 17.6 15
Yau Tsim Mong 12.1 16.4 4.2 74.3 63.9 -10.5 135 19.8 6.2
Kwai Tsing 12.7 9.6 -3.1 73.8 72.0 -1.8 13.6 18.4 4.8
Tsuen Wan 14.3 14.5 0.2 73.9 67.9 -6.0 11.8 17.7 5.8
Tuen Mun 12.9 11.5 -1.4 78.6 72.9 -5.7 8.5 15.6 7.1
Yuen Long 16.1 12.8 -3.3 75.1 74.3 -0.8 8.8 12.9 4.1
North 14.2 11.9 -2.3 75.8 73.0 2.7 10.1 15.1 5.0
Tai Po 12.0 11.4 -0.6 78.3 72.5 -5.8 9.8 16.2 6.4
Sha Tin 12.2 11.1 -1.1 77.0 72.3 -4.7 10.8 16.6 5.8
Sai Kung 14.5 12.8 -1.7 7.1 75.0 -2.1 8.5 12.2 3.7
Islands 16.7 14.9 -1.8 4.7 72.0 2.7 8.6 13.0 4.4
Hong Kong Island 11.9 12.4 0.6 74.0 66.4 -7.6 14.2 21.2 7.0
Kowloon 12.2 12.4 0.2 71.8 68.8 -3.0 16.0 18.8 2.8
New Territories 13.7 12.0 -1.7 76.1 72.7 -3.4 10.2 15.3 5.1
Total 12.9 12.2 -0.7 74.5 70.4 -4.0 12.6 17.4 4.8




1. Data and Methods

1.1 Data

Records of emergency attendance at the Accident and Emergency Departments
(A&E Dept.) of all hospitals managed by the Hospital Authority (HA) of Hong Kong
from 1%t January 2008 to 31" December 2008 were obtained for this study. Each
patient record was anonymised and assigned an arbitrary but unique patient record
number. The record also contains other data such as age, gender, residential district

(18 DC districts in total), date of arrival, and ambulance brought-in indicator.

1.2 Projection Methods

The one year of ambulance case records were first aggregated by different age
groups. Age specific weighting factors were obtained by dividing the corresponding
projected population in 2019 by 2008. They were then used to estimate the age
specific ambulance demand (C&SD, 2007) as follows:

Yoo19 = Z (WiY 'i)

where Yzo19 is the yearly ambulance demand in 2019; Y’ is the i age group’s
ambulance demand in 2008. This projected figure represented the ambulance demand

in 2019 for which the change of age structure had been considered.

Another projected figure was obtained by multiplying the ambulance demand in
2008 with the total percentage of population increase in 2019 without considering

population age structure, as follows:

2019Popu|ation( )
. 2008
2008Population

2019 —

where Yi is the yearly ambulance demand in year i.

1.3 Analysis Methods
The effects of age structure in the projection of ambulance demand were
assessed through direct comparison with the results obtained from conventional
projection. The comparison was done at two levels: (i) the whole territory and (ii)
seven geographic regions aggregated from the 18 DC districts based on spatial
contiguity. The seven regions included West Hong Kong Island, East Hong Kong
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Island, West Kowloon, Mid Kowloon, East Kowloon, West New Territories, and East

New Territories.

3. Results

Table 3 lists the age-specific weighting factors for 2019. The 0-64 age-specific
weighting factors for the seven geographic regions ranged between 0.93 (West Hong
Kong Island) and 1.14 (Mid Kowloon). However, the age-specific weighting factors
for the elderly were much larger, ranging from 1.25 (East Kowloon) to 1.86 (West

New Territories).

Table 4 shows a comparison of the projected 2019 ambulance demand with and
without age structure consideration by age groups and the seven geographic regions.
Varying degrees of underestimation by geographic regions were observed for the 65+
age group. East Kowloon had the smallest underestimation (12.2%) while West New
Territories had the largest underestimation (40.9%). Similarly, overestimation ranging
between 2.2% (East New Territories) and 18.4% (West Hong Kong Island) for the 0-
64 age group was observed. The overall projected ambulance demand for each

geographic region was underestimated, with values ranging between 5.0% and 23.1%.

Table 3 Age Specific Weighting factors for 2019 (with 2008 as the Base Year) by
Age Groups and Geographic Regions of Hong Kong

Age groups 0-64 65+ Total
West Hong Kong Island 0.93 151 1.01
East Hong Kong Island 0.96 1.54 1.04
West Kowloon 0.98 1.27 1.03
Mid Kowloon 1.14 1.63 1.21
East Kowloon 1.13 1.25 1.15
West New Territories 1.07 1.86 1.14
East New Territories 1.08 1.74 1.14
All 1.04 1.51 1.10
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Table4 2019 Ambulance Demand Projection by Age Groups and Geographic
Regions of Hong Kong

Without considering Considering Difference
Age . -
Area changes in age changes in age between the two
groups on s
structure structure projections
0-64 12,607 10,648 18.4%
West Hong 65+ 19,276 26,517 -27.3%
Kong Island
Total 31,884 37,165 -14.2%
0-64 24,578 21,439 14.6%
East Hong 65+ 31,136 43,515 -28.5%
Kong Island
Total 55,714 64,954 -14.2%
0-64 56,648 50,710 11.7%
West 65+ 83,325 96,551 13.7%
Kowloon
Total 139,973 147,261 -5.0%
) 0-64 20,455 21,134 -3.2%
Mid 65+ 29,681 43,961 -32.5%
Kowloon
Total 50,136 65,095 -23.0%
0-64 16,838 17,244 -2.4%
East 65+ 24,003 27,334 -12.2%
Kowloon
Total 40,841 44,578 -8.4%
0-64 39,886 38,876 2.6%
West New 65+ 33,150 56,043 -40.9%
Territories
Total 73,036 94,919 -23.1%
0-64 52,457 51,316 2.2%
East New 65+ 52,137 82,338 -36.7%
Territories
Total 104,594 133,654 -21.7%
0-64 223,468 210,901 6.0%
All 65+ 272,708 374,919 -27.3%
Total 496,176 585,820 -15.3%

* Values in the “Considering changes in age structure” column were the base values

4. Discussion

The 2019 projected demand for emergency ambulance services by seven
geographic areas of Hong Kong showed consistent underestimation if changes in the
population demographics (i.e., ageing population) were not considered. The study
highlights the importance of population age structure as a determining factor in
estimating future demand for ambulance services. Acknowledging the elderly
population as a vulnerable group means that the age adjusted projection provides a
better estimate for future demand that is more in line with the population profile.
Projections made without age adjustment would seriously underestimate the need for

ambulance services by certain age groups, such as older population in this case.
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A reliable estimate of demand is of paramount importance as quick response
ambulance service can save lives. A 15% underestimation of the total ambulance
demand in 2019 would translate to 89,644 cases annually or 246 cases per day on
average, which would mean one-fourth of the current ambulance demand. If the
strategic planning for ambulance demand did not consider changes in the
demographic profile, the “unexpected” increase would jeopardise the quality of
emergency ambulance services. Although all seven geographic regions reported some
degrees of underestimation due to differences in their demographic constructs (Table
4), it is not too late to consider policies to deal with the increase. New acquisition and
replacement of worn-out equipment and vehicles must be reviewed with immediate
urgency to anticipate the increased demand and to provide sufficient time to go

through procurement red tape.

Long-term projection for ambulance demand has long been in operation to
provide figures and objective evidence for devising a plan or plans with anticipated
course of action to accommaodate future needs. It is a known fact that projected figures
may not always correspond to real figures in the end. However, a justifiably accurate
forecast can ensure adequate resources by reducing unnecessary spending or
preventing under budgeting. A proposal with long-term projection for ambulance
demand in Hong Kong must be first debated in the Legislative Council and then open
for public consultation before approval. This process could be lengthy as in the case
of the Ambulance Medical Priority Dispatch System (AMPDS) whose feasibility
study was completed in 2005 (Fitch & Associates, 2005) but the system was not
available until 2014 (Legislative Council, 2010). Given long delay in the planning
process, this study offers a refined method for longer-term demand projection that can
serve as a piece of scientific evidence with objectivity and reliability. The method
which takes into account demographic changes in the population structure also limits
forecasting errors that may undermine the provision of quality ambulance services in

the future.

Results of the projection showed that West New Territories would suffer the
largest underestimation of 23.1% in ambulance demand if the age structure was not
considered. The spatial variability in service demand can draw attention to possible

areas with a larger-than-expected increase in demand to target service reform. For
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example, the service increase in West New Territories would take place over a large
area whereas that in Mid Kowloon would be rather confined in space. The difference in
spatial extent requires different dispatch strategies as ambulance response time is
dependent on the number of ambulances per capita and the number of runs
per ambulance. Possible future scenarios are useful for advanced planning to deal with

the expected increase in service demand and considering differences in local conditions.

5. Conclusion

The long-term projection for the whole territory paints a truthful albeit painful
picture about future service provision of the ambulance systems of Hong Kong. The
surging demand beyond normal expectation must be considered in light of local
demographic trends. The effects of demographic change have been grossly
understated and overlooked as their impacts today are still marginal and practically
insignificant. The projection offers the necessary evidence to support or rethink
procurement decisions and policy changes to sustain emergency ambulance services.
This evidence alerts the needs to re-evaluate funding deployment and consider
alternatives such as the user-pay principle to curb the rising demand. Moreover,
results of analysis by geographic regions can further direct decision makers to focus
their attention to critical regions needing service reform. This new knowledge would
moderate unnecessary operational expenses through better planning and help promote

sustainable development.
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My Interests in Geography
Ho Wen Lo

Undergraduate majoring in geography
University of Hong Kong

How I have engaged with geography

My interests in geography began when | was still very small. | enjoyed listening to
weather forecasts and locating capital cities of different countries on the world map,
but it was not until Form 2 did | start to realize what geography is. During one
geography lesson, our teacher talked about the adaptive features of camels to survive
under very harsh conditions. Normally, animals are analyzed during biology lessons,
so | felt so astonished that | went to ask the teacher why he was talking about camels.
He explained that geography basically covered every element on Earth, and camels

were of course no exception.

This inspired me to look further into what geography is. In short, it is the study of
how and why different phenomena, both natural and human, are distributed across
space. Then, | realized that my early interests were all related to geography, although
it is far more complex than what I first thought of it. For example, geographers do not
just want to know what the weather is at a certain place, but they also focus on why

there are such weather phenomena and how weather varies over a period of time.

It was very unfortunate that | did not have the chance to study geography as one of my
DSE subjects. For administrative reasons, my school did not allow me to take
geography and statistics at the same time. Having consulted my teachers, | decided to
choose statistics as they all said that reading geography does not require any
prerequisite study. Furthermore, statistical skills are necessary in many geographical
topics like demographics. Also, the science subjects that | am currently taking are also
related to fields in geography such as geology and ecology. To enrich my
geographical knowledge, | have read a lot of books on different geographical topics.
Examples include An Introduction to Physical Geography and the Environment, An
Introduction to Human Geography: Issues for the 21% Century, and Research
Methods in Geography.
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Furthermore, geographers often need to conduct fieldwork to collect first-hand
information or evidences to support their studies. Thanks to my parents, | have
travelled to quite a number of different countries. This has given me the chance to
look at some other features of the Earth apart from the skyscrapers and busy streets
full of people and vehicles that | see in Hong Kong every day. For example, we
visited the Atacama Desert, the Iguazu Falls, and the Perito Moreno Glacier. Visiting
these places has taught me about the formation of different landforms, and it has also
allowed me to appreciate how magnificent the natural environment is. Also, | have
learnt more about different cultures of the world as | have had a lot of opportunities to
come into close contact with local realities while travelling. For instance, visiting the
old town of Jerusalem made me understand more about how people with different

religious backgrounds had struggled to live with each other in peace.

Before coming to the University of Hong Kong, | did not know how life was in
universities. In order to have a preview of what studying geography would be like, |
stayed in the Department of Geography and Resource Management of Chinese
University of Hong Kong for five days. Not only did I listen to lectures which cover
both physical geography and human geography, I also joined a field trip, participated
in a tutorial, and listened to some student presentations. Also, | had the chance to visit
different facilities in the Department (e.g. the Soils and Geomorphology Laboratory,
the GIS and Remote Sensing Laboratory, the Landscape Laboratory, etc.) and observe
how those facilities were used. After these five days, | undoubtedly had a more in-
depth view into the subject.

What I plan to do after studying geography

As geography can provide us with knowledge about both the natural environment and
the human society, it has wide applicability. 1 have come up with two major career
paths in my mind, and | hope | can join one of them after finishing geography in

university.

First of all, I can use my geographical knowledge gained during university to research
further into different contemporary issues. Of course, | may not be able to solve such

big problems as global warming or political tensions between different countries, but
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at least | can act as an advisor to both the government and the private sector. For
example, | can tell mining and oil companies from which part of the Earth they can
obtain a large amount of raw materials and how they can extract those materials using
sustainable ways that will not disrupt the natural cycle. Also, I can inform engineers
of the natural hazards that may threaten the human society, so that they can plan some
infrastructures accordingly. In addition, | can explain to them some natural barriers

that may hinder the construction of certain structures.

Apart from staying in the research frontier, 1 can also participate in jobs that have
practical values. For instance, | can be an urban planner. It definitely requires
professional geographical knowledge to arrange a city in a nice way. Residential areas
and industrial areas cannot be placed too close to each other, or else the citizens may
suffer from air pollution. However, residential areas and commercial areas should not
be too far apart, so that people can travel to work more easily and carbon emission
from vehicles can be reduced. Other than being an urban planner, I can also work in
travel agents to plan sustainable travelling routes, which allow tourists to come into
close contact with local realities but without upsetting the local environments. Last
but not least, | can join green groups and educate the public about the importance of

and the contributions made to us by the natural environment.

Therefore, | hope that | can gain sufficient knowledge from both physical geography
and human geography, so that | can have a better understanding on the natural
environment and the human society respectively. Subsequently, | can propose

measures that allow people to live harmoniously with the natural environment.

Envisaged future of geography

As geography is very broad, geographers tend to get more and more specialized. Also,
a lot of people, including geographers themselves, may forget about the core concepts
of geography and why it is important for geography to maintain as a single discipline.
Therefore, it is worried that geography may break into bits and eventually fuse into
other disciplines. Before ending this essay, | shall reiterate the importance of

geography by quoting President James A. Garfield.

54



“History is philosophy teaching by example, and also warning; its two eyes are

geography and chronology.”

Here, geography is described as prerequisite in understanding history, so how
important the former is! During President Garfield’s time, several events such as the
influx of European immigrants and the American Civil War took place. Therefore, it
was important to acquire integrated geographical knowledge in order to understand
how these events had changed the natural landscape of America as well as how the
natural environment had contributed to these events. Having a thorough understanding
on these topics allowed the president to formulate better policies to cope with the
needs of the society. Therefore, it is important to maintain geography as a whole, as

illustrated by the following diagram.
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The central part of the diagram represents the core part of geography, which includes
concepts and methods from both physical geography and human geography. In the

peripheral area of the diagram, the specialisms of geography are not forgotten. In fact,
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they serve the function of connecting geography to other disciplines. In order to
interpret the Earth in a comprehensive way and maintain the unique value of
geography, geographers cannot focus on either the natural environment or the human
society, but they should study both, especially on the interrelationship between them.
Collaboration with scholars from other disciplines is equally important as this can
provide geographers with new insights and perspectives, which in turn leads to the
progression of geographical knowledge.

References

Daniels, P. (2005). An Introduction to Human Geography: Issues for the 21st Century. Harlow,
England: Prentice Hall.

Gomez, B. (2010). Research Methods in Geography: A Critical Introduction. Chichester, West Sussex,
U.K.: Wiley-Blackwell.

Holden, J. (2005). An Introduction to Physical Geography and the Environment. Harlow, England:
Pearson-Prentice Hall.

Matthews, J., & Herbert, D. (2008). Geography: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

56



LET US KNOW YOU:
An Interview with Dr. J. J. Zhang

Interview and text by Tiffany Ong

GGAS: Why did you choose to study Geography?

Dr. Zhang: In Singapore we started learning Geography in Secondary 1,
when | was around 13 years old. Although | am more of a
human geographer now, | really started appreciating
Geography from a physical perspective when | was young. |
was incredibly drawn by colourful Geography textbooks,
colourful in a sense that the textbook is filled with colourful
pictures, informing me about different types of rivers, clouds,
volcanic eruptions in the world. That's how | started to get

exposed to and interested in Geography.

| was introduced to human geography at the higher level. It
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was then when | was given a different perspective to viewing
Geography. My geographical journey became more ‘colourful’
in a metaphoric sense as | began to learn more about other
places, people and their unique cultures and way of living. |
think it's quite difficult to study physical geography in
Singapore. In another country perhaps, you can experience
and relate to physical geographical features easily. But in
Singapore, due to its lack of physical features, it is difficult.
Yet in comparison, | feel like | can relate to human geography
easier due to its practical applications. Human Geography is
what | finally chose when | decided to progress with my

studies.

Why did you come to Hong Kong? What made you

choose this city but not the others?

Considering why | am here in Hong Kong, we can break it
down into two aspects. My research interests are in cross-
border tourism and cross-border mobility between Taiwan
and China, and Hong Kong is a strategic place in this region
of Asia. So Hong Kong is a strategic place to be based to
look at these issues. Also, HKU is one of the best universities
in this region, and it provides one with a favorable academic

environment.

These are the major comparative advantages that drew me to
Hong Kong but talking about what made me choose it,
sometimes it is not a matter of choice; it depends on
opportunities too. | am very glad and fortunate that there was
an opening for an Assistant Professor in tourism and leisure
studies in the Department of Geography. This came as a
timely opportunity and | was elated when | knew | got the job!
Indeed, the location of Hong Kong and the academic
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environment here are important reasons, but timing and

opportunity are vital factors why | am here.

How do you feel about HKU?

This seems to be a question about experience and feelings
from the heart. As a geographer, we talk about sense of
place. And yet, it takes time to nurture feelings, to foster a
sense of belonging to HKU. That said, | can share with you
my preliminary observations. | am impressed with the
centennial campus, considering the world-class environment
it provides, and also how well the beautiful architecture of the
Main Building has been preserved. HKU has done well in
preserving heritage on one hand and striving to live up with
the image of a world-class university on the other. So | think

we have the best of both worlds.

The University has provided students with a very good
environment to study in. Very nice buildings and a good
library as well...I think these contribute to a conducive
environment — that is very important. If 1 were a student, |

think | would also choose to study in HKU.

How would you compare university students in Hong
Kong and Singapore? What do you think Hong Kong

students can learn from Singapore students?

It is still too early to make a comparative analysis between
students in Hong Kong and Singapore considering that | have
come to Hong Kong for only a few months. But | guess it is
safe to say that students in Hong Kong and Singapore are
very hard-working- that is why both the National University of
Singapore (NUS), where | came from, and the University of
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Hong Kong are amongst the best in the region. Yet, it would
be dangerous to treat students as homogenous. Every
student is different, with his or her own way of learning. We
should bear in mind that students are individuals. In this
aspect, if you are talking about NUS and HKU specifically, |
think both universities do try to cater to specific learning

needs of students.

Regarding what Hong Kong students can learn from
Singapore students, it's hard to say. Every student is unique

so there can be no easy conclusion.

Singapore is a multi-ethnic and thus a multi-cultural
country. Does this special composition of students

nurture any special qualities in them?

Yes, in the context of NUS, students come from different
ethnic backgrounds, and many different countries too. | think
this diversity has helped students to accept and work with
difference. | think a more nuanced understanding of and
respect for other cultures is also fostered in the university
environment. These qualities are very important in this global

village of ours.

What are the differences of studying Geography in
Singapore, Britain and Hong Kong, or simply Singapore
and Hong Kong ...in any aspects like teaching style or

curriculum design or whatever?

| have studied in Singapore and the UK and am now teaching
in Hong Kong so | think I am in a good position to comment.

There is a difference in the curriculum design between the
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UK and Singapore or Hong Kong- | would group them
together since they both come from the Asian context. Higher
education in geography in the UK puts more emphasis on
theories and concepts. For us at NUS or HKU, we are very
good at applying concepts but are weak at theoretical
foundations. By this, | mean the birth of theories, who came
up with the ideas and how they evolved over the years.
Singapore and Hong Kong students can write excellent
academic papers, but in terms of theoretical roots, we are

very weak.

My knowledge inadequacies became apparent when | was
given an opportunity to teach at Durham University while still
pursuing my PhD. | sort of panicked a little bit and had to
read up more to prepare for my lectures. That was when |
took a step back and reflected on the education we received.
The undergraduate training | received was good on one hand
in terms of application of concepts but | think there should be

a balance.

In terms of the teaching style, in Durham, they have tutorials
with very small groups of students apart from lectures. | am
not very sure about those in HKU. How many students are

there in one tutorial class?

Around 10 to 20 usually though it might vary from faculty

to faculty.

10 to 20 is fine. In Durham, there are even fewer people- less
than 10 in a class. There is a smaller teacher-student ratio.
This is an advantage because you can cater to specific needs
of students better. In NUS, the standard size is 25,
sometimes even more. It seems that there is something
about the student size we have to look into. However, we can
work on the way of delivery of the tutorials. We can still stir up
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more interaction by dividing students of 25 into smaller
groups, let’'s say 5 to 6, for group discussions. Immediately,
the class becomes more lively! There can be more
brainstorming questions encouraging students to think and to
raise their opinions. In this way, there will be new
perspectives from different minds, which in turn inspire the
students. This is difficult to achieve in lectures, or in tutorials
with too small a size, let's say 3 or 5. So there are both

advantages and disadvantages.

Are there any teaching methods adopted in Singapore or
Britain or any other places that you would like to apply in

teaching in Hong Kong?

As | said, there should be a balance between application of
knowledge and our knowledge of theory. So in HKU, | try to
do a review and incorporate more theoretical elements into
my teaching. In a lecture or two, | try to pin down a little bit
more on how certain concepts have begun and evolved. |
think it gives students a more comprehensive view of

knowledge.

When | was doing my Master degree back in 2007, | had my
first taste of teaching as a teaching assistant. Through the
years | have gradually accumulated my teaching experience.
While pursuing my PhD in Durham, | also had a chance to
give some lectures to geography undergraduates. | have
since learned different teaching methods and am now
applying my experiences to the teaching in HKU.
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Can you briefly introduce your research interest?

| am a Singaporean but my cultural roots are in Kinmen,
where my grandparents came from. | recognize my cultural
identity as a Singaporean Kinmennese. My early research
ideas were conceived during a family visit to my
grandparents’ hometown. | was really fascinated by Kinmen’s
battlefield landscape, and it became the topic for my Honours
Thesis. That was how it all started. Kinmen was the warfront
during the conflict between the Chinese Communist Party
and the Kuomintang. The island has since experienced
demilitarization and many defunct military infrastructures
have been used as tourism resources, attracting even tourists
from mainland China. | soon realized that in order to gain a
better understanding of the politics of cross-strait relations, |
have to go beyond Kinmen. So for my PhD, | adopted a
broader perspective and began to explore the cultural-geo-
politics of rapprochement tourism between China and Taiwan.

Now, | am also interested in cross-border mobilities in a
general sense... movements of people across borders. And |
am very fascinated by activities going on at the border
between Hong Kong and Shenzhen and how visitors from
mainland China cross the border to Hong Kong, not just for
tourism purposes, but beyond that, like buying milk powder,
mothers coming to Hong Kong to deliver their babies,
students who use Hong Kong as a springboard to other
countries. These arouse my curiosity and motivate me to
research more. So | think curiosity is very important in

sustaining interest and passion.
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As a conclusion, do you have anything to say to HKU

geography students?

| think geography students are very fortunate to be studying
in this department. It is amongst the best in the region and
you should be proud of that. Secondly, | think passion is very
important. It is something that can sustain your interest in
whatever you do. Geography is an eclectic discipline. It is a
wonderful platform for you to understand different aspects of
the society, so you guys have made the right choice! And for

me, if life gives you lemons, keep calm and carry on!
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From Digital Mapping to Imaginative Geographies:
An Interview with Dr. Smethurst

T mTwmm - 1] “ m

Interview by Tiffany Ong and Queenie Chiu

Text by Tiffany Ong
GGAS: Can you briefly introduce yourself?
Dr. Smethurst: | am Dr. Smethurst. | am in the School of English,

where | teach travel writing, place writing and
contemporary literature. 1 have been at HKU for 17
years and this is my last year. | will retire at the end of

this academic year and so this is a farewell.

GGAS: Can you talk about your current research interest?

Dr. Smethurst: | have just finished a book on the cultural history of the
bicycle, and presently, | am editing a book of essays
with my colleague Dr. Kuehn on travel writing from
contributors all over the world. This will contain the
latest research on travel writing studies. It is going to be
finished at the end of this year.
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Why did you transfer your interests from GIS and
computer mapping to studying space and place in

literature?

| worked in IT as my first career for a total of 20 years, and
for the last 10 years of that, | worked on digital mapping
system and GIS (Geographic Information System). |
headed up GIS development for the Shell Group, going
round different Shell companies around the world to find
out what requirements they might have for GIS. |
evaluated different GIS software packages and put
together a team to develop GIS applications for pipelines,
deserts and oilfields etc. GIS was quite new at that time in
the 90s, and the packages were quite difficult to use. In
view of this, we developed some software ourselves for

more specific purposes. That was what | did then.

Talking about the change, it might not be as sudden as it
seems to be on my CV because it was a long transition. It
happened that there were noticeable changes in the
nature of the IT industry due to the rapid development of
equipped PCs in the 80s, and | was becoming less

interested in software development.

At British Steel, Plessey Radar, Unilever and Marks &
Spencer, we had teams of 20 or 25 software engineers
where we producing systems from scratch. In those days
we developed the screen display software, the database
software - actually the whole thing and | found that quite
exciting. These heritage systems could really make a
difference to the business. But then, in the 80s, everyone
started to develop their software on PCs, and | found this

method of software development much less satisfying.
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And what about GIS? There was still room for GIS

development which seemed to be quite promising...

At that time the GIS software was not very developed and
what Shell really wanted was 3D GIS for analyzing
subsurface objects like geological faults and potential
reservoirs. But it would have been a huge development
project to build the whole 3D system and we had to try to
adapt software from ESRI and Intergraph. We tried to get
IBM and the universities involved, but they were too far
behind. | began to get frustrated because it was not

possible to provide Shell with the systems they needed.

| could have easily stayed in IT but | turned down several
offers. And anyway before that | started a part-time degree
in English literature because it was my interest. Just
because people are working in IT doesn’t mean they do
not read books. Actually all my colleagues are big fans of
literature so we should not think that IT and literature are
separate. Studying part-time in literature, | was lucky to get
a first-class degree in English literature at London
University and a British Academy scholarship to study for
a PhD. Led by my interests in literature and space and
place, | continued to pursue a PHD while | was still
working for Shell. After having finished the PHD, | thought
of becoming a lecturer and started looking for a job. This
was when | came to Hong Kong (having turned down

Exeter and Singapore).

In the future, having more than one career in your working
life will become much more common, so it is worth
preparing for this. It is actually very healthy to start another
career. Back then, | was in my early forties and | figured

out it might be the right time. I could still be in Shell now,
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doing the same work, but there is only that finite number
of times you can keep doing the same thing before you
get bored.

It is really exciting to start a new career because you
approach it with a lot more enthusiasm. Also, crossing
over from one discipline to another, the prior experience
gives you a different perspective. Bringing experience
form the ‘real’ world into the university, for example,

should be quite useful, and vice versa.

How does your prior career affect you in your present

career?

What working in IT gives me might be my analytical skills
and logic skills, which allow me to approach literary texts
in a more systematic way. | remember one time when |
was doing my degree, | said to my professor (Steven
Connor) that writing a critical essay was so different from
writing a computer program. But he pointed out there are
similarities because a good critical essay must also ‘work’
on the level of logic and argument, if perhaps not quite so

precisely, and with some ambiguity. work on all those

How does geographical knowledge assist you in

place-writing?

Good question! My understanding of geography, geology
and spatial awareness came from applying digital mapping
and GIS, and working alongside geophysicists,
cartographers and geologists for many years. In the

production of maps, we can see that the projection
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systems make every map a ‘lie’. It is a mathematical
approximation of the earth as a flat surface which will
always distort its features, especially at a large scale.
When an area is furthest from the map’s central meridian it
becomes less and less accurate. Mapping is always a re-
presentation of the world, and in several ways, so is place
writing — it is a kind of mapping in words. Therefore, you
can actually think of maps and place-writing in a similar

way.

World maps also influence how you think about a place
politically. They shape dominant world views, by, for
example, setting the central meridian running through
London (zero meridian), which puts Western Europe in the
middle of the world, and distorts the shapes of other
countries. This is the common Eurocentric worldview,
produced at a time when Britain was the centre of a global
empire spreading East and West. So there are multiple
relationships between mapping and place-writing in both
fictions and non-fictions. Travel-writing is non-fiction, but
both fiction and non-fiction involve representing places. |
am teaching a course, Imaginary Geographies: The Art of
Writing Place. We try to imagine places, and think of
places as a complex form of mapping, subject to political,

cultural and literary influences.

There are also relevant things about geography.
Understanding geology, for example, means that
landscape descriptions can take account of the geology,
without always realizing it. With geographical knowledge,
we can recognise geological elements like chalk and
granite in the landscape, and the effects these produce.
Here we can see a relationship between geology and the

69



GGAS:

Dr. Smethurst:

landscape. The different pictures depicted are actually the
result of a number of things, result of the geology, result of
the climate, result of what people have done in the
landscape. Therefore, understanding geography would be

an important part in writing about places in literature.

What is the relationship between places and people?

First of all, it is important to think of places as not merely
physical structures but with the involvement of human
activities in a place. We say that human activities produce
places. Obviously, in terms of creating buildings, we
produce places. But other than that, places can also be
seen as a sort of trace of human social activities - you can
look at the place and get some idea of what has been and

is going on there, what people do there.

And | like this idea that we all talk about how we live in a
place. We occupy a place, but also in a way the place
also occupies us. Place in us can be demonstrated by an
English saying, “You can take a Yorkshire man out of
Yorkshire but you can never take Yorkshire out of a
Yorkshire man.” If you find somebody from Yorkshire, they
always have the Yorkshire inside. Their behaviour and
traits somehow reveal the place in them. So people and

places are indeed very much connected.

Another thing is that people have biological, almost
universal responses to different places. On one hand, they
do not like the feeling of being closely confined in a space,
as in the case of a lift. On the other hand, they do not
really like being in a wide-open space. We prefer

something in between. But at the same time, people want
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to feel protected through being able to see what is
surrounding, preferably by looking down from higher
ground. Thus, it would be no coincidence that people
always want to live either on the hill, or a flat high up. This

is another way that we become attached to a place.

Taking it a little bit further, we can look at how a place can
be like a text. Humans do things in the place and thus the
place becomes a record of how they live. There is a way in
which you can read a place and find out how people live
there. The archaeologists, for example, read the past from
what they have found. However, you can also read the
present from picking up signs of things around you in a
city. This is to say that some sort of place-writing actually
draws the attention of the idea that places are like texts to
be read. Places can be treated as though they are texts
and then you could apply to them the same sorts of rules
you apply to reading literature. You can think of place as a
form of literature - cultural writing, so there is another

connection between writing and places.

Texts can reflect the reality, but can it shape the real

world as well?

As far as literature in place is concerned, writers always
seem to be able to describe the mood of the place, to
bring out the atmosphere of a place, and some might bring
out aspects of a place which you might not have
appreciated before, so place-writing is a kind of literature
that values place more. It adds value to a place by
bringing out these things. For example, Charles Dickens
once wrote about London in such an evocative way that

when people go to London they are looking for that
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London Dickens described. So writers produce place as

well.

In that sense there are places that people read through
text but we have also got writers producing places as
texts — the relationship actually goes both ways.

What do you want to say to our Geography students?

| encourage students not to restrict themselves to either
physical geography or human geography. Geography is a
wonderful subject which connects people with places in
many ways. Of course, at times it is important to measure
places accurately as surveyors would do, but we need
also look at the human dimension of places as where we
live, the way in which we relate to them and shape them.
Then, we can get a more holistic view of places and
appreciate the environment so much more. Geographers
are lucky that they are given the skills and opportunity to
see this.
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